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relatively strong closedness. Over time on the one hand all major powers and even
regionally major powers have established partnerships with the CIS countries. On the
other hand the CIS countries have worked to expand their diplomatic space such as
issuing official guidance documents joining international organizations setting up
diplomatic embassies and voting on UN General Assembly resolutions. This shows that
these countries have adopted a diversified strategy with various forms in the
implementation of their foreign policy.

Analysis of the Logic and Preference of Small Countries’ Diplomatic Strategy: A
Case Study of the Three Baltic States Also on the Evolution of Their Relations
and Policies towards China

Zhang Yanlu
Along with the significant changes unseen in 100 years for international community
small countries especially those countries as geopolitical axis have played an
increasingly important role in the international system. In terms of the relations between
China and key small countries like Estonia Latvia and Lithuania we can see that the
diplomatic strategy of small countries is characterized by plasticity chang ability and
pragmatism. Hence there is plenty of potential space and possibility to influence
transform and even shape the foreign policy of small countries. By comparing and
analyzing the relationship between the three countries of the Baltic Sea and China it is
clear that the deepening of economic ties will increase political attention but it may not
enhance the mutual political trust and the positive recognition of the other side. In
addition combining the preference of small countries like Estonia Latvia and Lithuania
this paper argues that we should focus on regional multilateral cooperation platforms
when developing relations and cooperation with small countries. Moreover we should
take into account the development of bilateral relations pay attention to the application
of expertise diplomacy and enhance the public diplomacy and cultural exchange. Indeed
making good use of the role that small countries can play in the geopolitical game will
promote the construction of the “Belt and Road Initiative ”as well as the community of
shared future for mankind.

Political Outsider and Populism: An Analysis of Ukraine’s 2019 Presidential Election
Zhang Hong
The Ukrainian presidential election in 2019 is different from the previous ones. The
biggest feature of this election is that Zelensky a political outsider with no political
experience defeats many traditional politicians byclears advantages. This featureshows
that the anti — elite populist politics is becoming a political trend in Ukraine. Generally
three factors have prompted Zelensky to be elected. Firstly the emotions against the
status quo play a huge role and a large number of voters who are dissatisfied with the
traditional elites vote for the newcomers. Secondly Zelensky’s anti —elite populist
policies have attracted the support of young voters and he has the TV star effect. Thirdly
the government corruption scandal exposed before the vote makes the swinging middle
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