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Post-socialist Transition: Market-oriented Reform of Estonian Planning System
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Abstract: After the disintegration of the Soviet Union in the 1990s, Estonia
became one of the post-socialist countries in Central and Eastern Europe. In
order to adapt to the rapidly changing political, economic and social needs, its
urban planning system experienced market-oriented reforms that from the central
planning system of the Soviet Union to “ad hoc planning” in the 1990s and then
established a market-oriented statutory planning system in the 2000s. This paper
analyzes the institutional basis of the reform of Estonian planning system: the
administrative system reform towards local autonomy, privatization and localization
in land reform, and the ownership-based land tax policy. Furthermore, based on
the Planeerimisseadus (Planning Act) adopted in 2003, the reformed planning
system is sorted out, and several typical market-oriented policy are discussed in
depth, including the two-way adjustment of the planning system, detail plan
simplification procedures, temporary building bans and partial adoption of plans.
The research on the market-oriented reform of Estonian planning system could
help to understand the development of urban planning in postsocialist countries

in Central and Eastern Europe, thus providing inspiration and references to
Chinese planning system.
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