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Effect of social and economic system transition on the reemergence of trichinellosis
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Abstract: In the 1990s, with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the upheaval in Eastern Europe, the social and economic
system transition and social turbulence occurred in Russia and Eastern European countries along. The large national big
industrial farms were broken and replaced by lots of small and privately owned pig farms. The increase of private backyard pig
farms and the poor hygienic standards resulted in the reemergence of trichinellosis and an evidently elevation of prevalence of
Trichinella infection in domestic pigs. Social turbulence led to a significant reduction in the number of standardized large—scale
slaughterhouses and meat packing plants. And thereupon, these large establishments were replaced with a mass of smaller and
privately—owned abattoirs or meat processing plants. The private abattoirs and plants were too small to provide the full-time
meat inspectors, which resulted in the marketing of the uninspected pork and many outbreaks and epidemics of human
trichinellosis. Trichinellosis caused serious harm to the health of residents in Russia and some Eastern European countries, and
it was also a common local public health emergency. With the development of tourism and the export of Trichinella—infected
horse meat to Western Europe, Trichinella also posed a serious threat to the public health of Western Europe.
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