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more acute, Russia is ready to make compromise; The essence of the compromise is to conduct ex-
changes of interests with the West at the cost of Yugoslavia- The relationship with Yugoslavia does
not belong to the category of crucial interest in Putin’s diplomatic strategy: Yugoslavia remains a bar-

gaining chip in Russian diplomacy -

Russia and the Baltic States under the Backdrop of NATO’s Eastern Enlargement This paper
analyzes effects of NAT O Eastern enlargement on Russia’s relationship with three Baltic States, ex-
plores the possibilities of NAT O enlargement in Baltic states- Secondly, it analyzes main problems of
the relationship between Russia and Baltic states; such as the status of Russian ~speaking residents
border dispute and economic cooperation- Third; it summarizes out Russian strategic objective to-
wards three Baltic States: Russia intends to build good ~neighborly. friendly and constructive rela-
tionship with three Baltic states based on economic cooperation; security and respect for minority
rights- Finally, it points out the possible direction of the relationship between Russia and the Baltic
states, the relationship between Russia and the Baltic states will be locked into a process of mutual ac-
commodation and adaptations the road towards good ~neighborly, friendly and cooperative relation-

ship between Russia and three Baltic states remains arduous and prolonged-

Islam in Central Asian States before and after the Disintegration of the Soviet Union After Gor-
bachev took over the post of general secretariat of Communist Party of the Soviet Union in March
1985, stringent control over church and religious communities began to lose control, long ~ sup-
pressed Islam in Central Asia began to rejuvenate- The disintegration of the Soviet Union led to ideo-
logical vacuum in Central Asia; the Islam that already infiltrated into national consciousness took over
the vacuum, expanded so fast that it penetrated into different fields of social life- Islamic rejuvenation
is closely linked with the history and cultural tradition of ethnical communities in Central Asia; it rep-
resents religious community’s involvement and participation in politics- In majority cases, the Islam e-
merges as a cultural formation rather than a political formation- Islamic rejuvenation in Central Asia is
mainly a cultural rejuvenation, a rejuvenation of national consciousness; it stays in the dimension of
dissemination of religious teachings and religious beliefs and restoration of religious tradition- Al-
though there were extreme and radical behaviors as well as partial conflicts and turmoil in religious
community’s interference in politics, the social and political situation in five Central Asian states is
stable-

Armenia in American Geopolitical Strategy  United States has highly valued Armenian geo-
graphic position since Armenia gained independence- As Armenia is in deep economic crisis: its eco-
nomic ties with US are very important for its economic development- For America, Armenia is an im-
portant chessman that can be used to contain Russia and Iran, strive for energy resources in Caspian
Sea and spread American values in Central Asia and Transcaucasia- Therefore, United States works
for enhancement of cooperation with Armenia in fields of economy politics and security, tries to make

Armenia become an important part in American strategy towards Central Asia and Transcaucasia-



